
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

228 Were You There

W
Few hymns from any culture have captured the pathos of Jesus’ crucifixion as movingly as this African
American spiritual. Its emotional climax (and highest pitch) comes in the great “O!” at the center of each
stanza, a moment that moves beyond anything words can convey.

TEXT: African American spiritual WERE YOU THERE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr, Melva Wilson Costen, 1987 Irregular
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen
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Were you there when they cru - ci- fied my Lord? (Were you
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (Were you
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? (Were you
Were you there when the sun re-fused to shine? (Were you
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (Were you
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there?) Were you there when they cru - ci- fied my Lord?
there?) Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
there?) Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
there?) Were you there when the sun re-fused to shine?
there?) Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
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trem - ble, trem - ble, trem - ble. Were you

{—__e
pe? _| |F, {

S$ 2 F



JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

Opt.6 Were you there when he rose up from the dead?

JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

In the Darkness of the Morning 229
ph
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1 In the dark - ness of the morn - ing, just be -

2 Days be - fore, she faced his suf - fering; she stayed
3 As she wept, the warmth of sun - rise filled the
4 Asked the man, “Why are you weep - ing?” in a
5 “Mar y!” said the smil - ing strang - er as her
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fore the hint of dawn, Mar - y Mag - da - lene dis -
with him as he died. See - ing now his tomb was
wait - ing world with light. Then she turned and saw a
voice she vague-ly knew. “He is gone, and I must
vi - sion was re-stored. She cried “Teach - er!” and she
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cov ered Je - sus Christ, her friend, was gone.
emp - ty, she re - mained out - side and cried.

strang - er, though her tears ob - scured her sight.
find him,” she re - plied as mom -ing grew.
touched him: Je - sus Christ, her ris - en Lord.

The moving Easter morning encounter between Mary Magdalene and the risen Christ, described in John
20:1-18, gives evidence of the importance of women in Jesus’ life and ministry. As the first witness to his
resurrection, Mary Magdalene became “the apostle to the apostles.”

TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2004
MUSIC: Latvian melody; harm. Geoffrey Laycock, 1971
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music Harm. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc.
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there when they cru - ci- fied my Lord? (Were you there?)
there when they nailed him to the tree? (Were you there?)
there when they pierced him in the side? (Were you there?)
there when the sun re-fused to shine? (Were you there?)
there when they laid him in the tomb? (Were you there?)
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