
 

        

 

 

            

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church 
2701 Harwood Road, Bedford, Texas 

Sunday, April 19, 2026 

10:00am 

Welcome to this service of worship. We are glad you are here whether it is in person 

or online. Children are welcome for all aspects of our worship service and church life. 

To aid people of all ages, including children, in worship participation, a Liturgical 

Library is available in the narthex to the right of the sanctuary door with tools for 

engaging the senses in worship, including drawing and movement tools. A “Fidgety 

Friends” room is available upstairs behind the sanctuary if children become restless 

and parents would like a comfortable place to continue to participate in worship.  

Mission Statement 

L- Loving  

I-  Inclusive 

F- Family of Faith 

E- Empowering People in Christ 

-seeking justice 

-loving kindness 

-walking humbly (Micah 6:8) 

 

We are a certified PCUSA Earth Care Congregation: 

• Our worship and discipleship will celebrate God’s grace and glory in 

creation.  

• Our education will encourage and support each other in keeping and healing 

creation. 

• Our facilities will be managed, maintained, and upgraded to respect and 

cherish all of creation. 

• Our outreach will encourage community involvement and public policy to 

protect and restore the earth. 



 

        

 

Celebration of Worship 
                                    The 3rd Sunday of Easter  

 

 

      

10:00am                April 19, 2026 

 

We Gather in Worship 
Greeting and Announcements 
 [Please note your nearest exit. Silence your cell phones. Restrooms are available behind the sanctuary in the 

narthex.  Remember to add your prayer requests on the sheets provided for inclusion in the Prayers of the People or 

online by scanning the QR code here.] 

 

Centering Words     
Meet us, Lord, on the road to Emmaus. Guide us on the path toward our destination, and renew our strength 

as we continue to walk and commune with you. Open our eyes, so we see the signs of your presence around 

us; open our hearts, so we may receive your peace and love; and empower us to pass on to others the grace 

you have shared with us so freely. 

 

Prelude                                                        I Sing Praises                                  Terry Mac Almon 

*Call to Worship        

We need your presence on the long road, Lord. 

The road between fear and hope, 

the road between the place where all is lost 

and the place of resurrection. 

Like the disciples walking the road to Emmaus, 

we are in need of your company! 

Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power, 

in this time of worship, on the many roads we travel, 

meet us, Lord. 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 667                  When Morning Gilds the Skies                         LAUDES DOMINI 

                                                  

We Are Renewed in Grace    
Invitation to Confession   

Come, draw near to the God who knows your truest self, and meets you and this 

world with grace. Let go what is too heavy for the journey. Invite the Holy Spirit 

to lighten your load. 

Prayer of Confession    

It’s a tough thing for us to learn, Jesus, how you hide in the most unlikely places; 



 

        

 

how you beckon us into life and compassion by disguising yourself in broken 

humanity. But, when our eyes are opened, we discover that we are never far from 

your heart. And so we ask you to show yourself to us again, and lead us into 

prayerful action. Help us to share your grief when lives are needlessly lost 

simply because they have no money for food or shelter, because they have no 

access to medicine and care, because they have no choice but to live where war 

and violence constantly threaten. Help us to feel your offense when the least are 

exploited by the lust of those who are physically stronger, by the greed of those 

who are financially richer, by the disregard of those who are politically more 

powerful. Teach us to welcome you, Jesus, by welcoming those in whom your 

image dwells, and by working, in our small worlds, to make visible your 

kingdom where all are welcomed.               
      (Worshippers are invited to offer silent prayers of confession) Amen. 

Sung Response (GTG) No. 578                 O Lord, Have Mercy                 ORÉ PORIAJÚ VEREKÓ 

O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy; O Lord, have mercy, have mercy on us. 

 O Christ, have mercy; O Christ, have mercy; O Christ, have mercy, have mercy on us. 

Assurance of Pardon   

Hear this good news, and let it dwell in your body: we do not travel roads of 

guilt or regret alone. God goes with us, and where God goes, there is grace. 

Where God goes, there is healing. Where God goes, new life is left in the 

wake. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  

 

We Receive God’s Word 

Children’s Gathering                                          Ken Richardson 

Prayer for Illumination       

Old Testament Reading          Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (page 553, red Bible)   

Anthem                                                   Rondo Jubilee                              Brenda E. Austin 

            (Emmanuel Bell Choir)                  

Gospel Reading                        Luke 24:13-35 (page 964, red Bible)  

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Title                  Emmaus Moments                Rev. Dr. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 252                                Day of Arising                                                         RAABE 

 

We Experience God’s Grace    
*Affirmation of Faith     Iona Community, Scotland 

We believe that God is present 

in the darkness before dawn; 

in the waiting and uncertainty 

where fear and courage join hands, 



 

        

 

conflict and caring link arms, 

and the sun rises over barbed wire. 

We believe in a with-us God 

who sits down in our midst 

to share our humanity. 

We affirm a faith 

that takes us beyond the safe place: 

into action, into vulnerability 

and into the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change 

and put ourselves on the line; 

to bear responsibility, take risks, 

live powerfully and face humiliation; 

to stand with those on the edge; 

to choose life 

and be used by the Spirit 

for God's new community of hope. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever, amen. 

Offering our Gifts to God 

[Note: if you wish to contribute online, you may do so  

at emmanuelpc.org or using the QR code here.] 

Offertory                                                  Interlude                                                   Mark Hayes  

*Doxology                                                     Glory to God Hymnal, page 607 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 

  praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  

*Prayer of Dedication 

We offer you these gifts as a sign of our commitment to you, God of all people, 

and to our neighbor. We pray that you will use all the resources we have for the 

lifting up of those bowed down by life, for the setting right of a world beset by 

war and greed, and for the flourishing of new life in your name, amen. 
 

We Leave to Serve 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 749                     Come! Live in the Light!                                 WE ARE CALLED 

http://emmanuelpc.org/


 

        

 

*Invitation, Charge and Benediction 
You are encouraged to remain and enjoy the postlude as a moment of prayer and worship before departing today.  
*Postlude                                    Toccata in F                                                    Buxtehude 
All are welcome to share the Peace of Christ with one another over refreshments in the narthex following this 

service.   

 

 

*please stand, if able  
(GTG) – Glory to God Hymnal 

Words in bold print are said in unison by the congregation. 

 
Liturgy by: Frank Shafer, Caroline Penner, John Van De Laar, Whitney Wilkinson Arreche. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

           Rev. Dr. Whitney Wilkinson Arreche, Pastor 

                   Brittney Axton, Director of Music 

                        Dr. Tak Yan Yeung, Organist 

                               Emmanuel Bell Choir 

                  

    Assisting in Today’s Service:  

        Katie Phillips, Liturgist 

                 Ken Richardson, Children’s Gathering 

 

 

 

 

 

 


