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The dog days of  summer. 
 

With temperatures back in the 100’s many days, and that interminable 

Texas in August heat settling in, these dog days of summer feel particularly 

cruel. Especially for those without homes, or the ability to pay for mount-

ing a/c bills in this increasingly warming climate.  

 

The phrase “dog days of summer” is as old as the sun is hot. It was first 

used in the 1500s, but goes back much further. The “dog” referred to is the 

star Sirius, which was called the Dog Star by the Greek poet Hesiod all the 

way back in the 7th Century BCE. Sirius was understood in Greek mythol-

ogy to be responsible for the terrible heat of the sun, and Sirius is Orion’s 

dog. (Yes, this is why Sirius Black in the Harry Potter series can become a 

dog!) 

 

The dog days of summer are when that Sirius star shines the brightest – 

between July 3 and August 11. They were understood to cause people, and 

especially dogs, to go wild with the heat.  

 

Our dog Otter seems to go wild whenever the whim of his puppy brain de-

cides to, but I find that he actually has an opposite response in these dog 

days of summer. He naps on the coldest part of the floor he can find, snor-

ing as the sun blazes outside. He drinks more water after playing in the 

grass under that hot sun. He tends to his body more carefully.  

 

Maybe we could all use some dog days like that. Eric Paeplow writes of this 

canine rhythm of life in his poem, “Dog Days of Summer.” 
 

 

 

Continued on page 2 
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As the summer sun 

Raises high in the sky 

Noses lift to sniff  the breeze 

As it drifts slowly by 

With squinting eyes 

And twitching nose 

And the warmth of  the ground 

Beneath our toes 

We lie here and rest 

And soak in the sights 

Keeping a watchful eye 

For squirrels and birds that fly 

And as we lie and rest 

In the long cool grass 

We raise our eyes to the sky 

And watch, as the clouds drift slowly past 

As we warm our bones and feet 

And spend the dog days of  summer 

Soaking in the sun and drifting off  to sleep 

 

 

 

May these dog days of summer be a time where we tend to our bodies, and our shared body of humani-

ty, watch the drifting clouds, and pray for rain. May they also be God days of summer, where with the 

Psalmist we pray the words of Psalm 121, especially for those most vulnerable in these days: 

 

 

The LORD is your keeper; 

    the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day 

    nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 

The LORD will keep 

    your going out and your coming in 

    from this time on and forevermore. 

 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Whitney 

Otter searching for his squirrel friends.  
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MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 
(visit our website 

www.emmanuelpc.org for 

more calendar listing) 

 

BELONGING: 

Confirmation & New 

Members’ class 

August 4 & 11, 2-3pm 

Retreat: August 24 

9-11am 

 

 

 

 

CONCERTS ON 

HARWOOD 2024 

Flute Recital  

by Mehrdad Gholami 

Saturday, September 14  

4 pm 

 

BLESSING OF THE 

ANIMALS 

Saturday, September 28 

10am-11am 

 

 

FALL SHRED DAY 

Saturday, October 12 

9am-11am  

 

 

 

SIPS ‘N TIDBITS 

CONCERTS ON HARWOOD 2024 
A Classical Music Concert Series 

   Sharing the Joy of Classical Music with our Neighbors 
 
 
 Flute Recital by Mehrdad Gholami: Saturday, September 14 at 4 pm 
 
 Soprano Recital by Jung-Ah Chou: Saturday, December 7 at 4 pm 
 

These events will take place at 2701 Harwood Road, Bedford TX  

inside the sanctuary.  

 

Admission is free to the public. Donations are appreciated.  

https://emmanuelpc.org/concerts-on-harwood/ 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
EPC’s first ever  

CRAFT FAIR  
November 9  

9am-3pm 

 
More details  

to follow 

 

 

EPC BUILDING  

MAINTENANCE FUND 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2024 

 
This offering provides funds for 

overall building maintenance of-

ten which is more than our Gen-

eral Fund can cover. Your support 

of this offering helps meet this im-

portant need.  

A word from the Finance Committee 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our church.  The church and 

others are blessed by your support.  That being said, we seem to be expe-

riencing a shortfall in pledges coming in this year.  Pledges are currently 

at 83%, at the end of June.  In 2023, we were at 88% at this time.  In 

2022, we were at 93% at this time.   

 

It may just be that people are busy and dealing with various challenges 

in their lives.  We would, respectfully, encourage you to catch up on your 

giving, so that it is in line with the pledges, if you can. Of course, you 

could add to your pledge, if you felt so inclined.  If so, you can check 

with Becky Baker, to make an adjustment.  Thank you for your dedica-

tion, devotion, and support.  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

Office will be closed on  

Monday, September 2 for  

Labor Day and will resume on 

Tuesday, September 3  

at regular hours.  

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

Sunday, August 11, 2024 

at 10 am during Worship. 

 

More details? Go to page 5.  

https://emmanuelpc.org/
https://emmanuelpc.org/concerts-on-harwood/
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It is the month of August and it is time to get our Church Directory updated. Please read carefully: 

 

1. A printed copy of last year’s Directory is placed on the Narthex table for your review.  

 

2. If you wish to add your name into the directory, please email me your first and last name, address and 

contact details (email and/or phone). Kindly also include the names, contact numbers etc. of your 

spouse and children if applicable. Youth adults have a separate page on the directory.  

 

3.  If your contact details have changed including physical address or has been incorrect in the directory, 

please email me with the updated one. You do not need to contact me if nothing has changed from 

your end.   

 

4.  Should you require to update your photo, please email me your recent one - solo/couple/family  

     whichever is applicable. (If you do not want your photo in it, please let me know.) 

 

Late date: Sunday, September 1 (no exceptions) 

 

For those of you who are unaware, these directories are printed in our office and take several weeks of 

heavy printing. Due to its prolonged process, sending your information to me in timely manner will  

expedite the process and avoid any delays.  

 

Once the new directories are printed, a future announcement will be sent in one of our Wednesday week-

ly emails and in the newsletter. Please be on the lookout for it.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  

 

 

Jessica Pereira 

Office Administrator 

E: office@emmanuelpc.org 

T: 817-545-0251 
 

mailto:office@emmanuelpc.org
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God’s Oasis: Delighting in the Psalms: VBS Recap after worship, August 4 

Join us after worship on Sunday, August 4th for refreshments and some all-ages activi-

ties from the previous week’s God’s Oasis VBS.  

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks: Sunday, August 11 

Students, teachers, and school staff are invited to bring your backpacks or workbags to worship on Sun-

day, August 11. We will pray for you and the coming school year, and you will receive a tag to put on 

your backpack/bag as a reminder that you are loved and supported by the Emmanuel community. 

 

 

 

Regular Group Gatherings Schedule for August 

Emmanuel group gatherings take place both in-person and online. Online meeting links are included each 

week in the Emmanuel Weekly Email and are also available by contacting the church office 

(office@emmanuelpc.org). The current weekly schedule for gatherings is: 

 

Sunday’s 

4:00 PM: Children and Youth Check-in and Devotional (virtual). Children and youth meet with two adult 

sponsors to share how they are doing, read and reflect on scripture, and pray together. 

 

7:00 PM: Book Mavens Youth and Adult Book Club (virtual) meet online to discuss their August book 

Wolfpack, by Abby Wambach, with Kristin Hartwell leading. For information on how to join, contact 

Leah Wyckoff (klh@sbcglobal.net).  

 

 

Tuesday’s 

7:30-8:30 PM Bible Study (virtual). This study group discusses the biblical texts used in the next Sunday’s 

worship service, with leadership rotating among the group. For information on how to join, contact Leah 

Wyckoff (klh@sbcglobal.net).  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
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We offer three ways to submit prayer requests at this time: 

 You may scan the QR code right or on the church bulletin or 
 Write your prayers on the slips of paper provided in church service, or 
 Send via email to prayer@emmanuelpc.org.  
 
Be sure to designate in the email/form if the request is for the pastors only or if it can also be shared with 
the congregation. All prayers received by Sunday evening will be included in the weekly prayer 
list.  Prayers may be edited for clarity and brevity, but the essence will still be there. 
 
**Prayer requests received through texts are not recommended. ** 

Thank you for sharing prayer concerns and participating in the congregation's prayer life! 

AUDIO VISUAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Would you like to help with the sound system and video streaming in worship?  If so, please contact Ken 

R. to participate in a training session. 

 

SUNDAY OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED! 

For Sunday Offering Counters, sign up at Sign Up Genius. One of the counters should be an ELDER and 

the other person a Volunteer.  Thank you for volunteering!! 

WANT TO HOST HOSPITALITY SUNDAYS?  

Do you have gifts for hospitality and welcoming people? Emmanuel's Deacons are looking for volunteers 

to host refreshments after worship on a Summer Sunday. Host by yourself or partner with a friend or 

family member, whatever works for you. Sunday Hospitality hosting involves about 20 minutes of setup 

before worship, then serving food after worship and cleaning up. We have some treats on-hand in the fel-

lowship hall freezer and funds are available to reimburse you for food purchased.  

 

To sign up, contact Helen S. or write your name on the Sunday Hospitality schedule in the narthex. 

Thank you for considering it! 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
The Christian Education is asking for people to volunteer occasionally in the Nursery on Sundays. Kelly Balthrop 

is our nursery worker but our Child Protection Policy requires no less than 2 adults in the nursery with the chil-

dren. This does not have to be on a regular basis but will give most of you a chance to enjoy being with the chil-

dren.  

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex and the CE committee would appreciate the extra help. What a  wonderful 

way to use your talents at Emmanuel!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084ba4a823a2f94-epcsunday#/
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Ruth Fellowship 
(3rd Monday of each month, 6:30 pm) 

 
Monday, August 19, 2024 

6:30 pm 

 

Ruth Planning meeting 

3128 Manchester circle 

Bedford TX 76021  

 

For more information contact: 

Tonia Thompson: 817-996-2821 

Lois Circle  
(1st Thursday of each month, 1 pm) 

 
Thursday, August 1, 2024 

12:00 noon 

 

Tony’s Pizza & Pasta 

3320 Harwood Rd  

Bedford TX 76021 

 
For more information contact:  

Donna Reeder: 214-537-5464 or  

Denise Karriker: 817-723-8665 

Opportunities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

Carolyn Chase 8/4 

Joyce Mulume 8/4 

Estella Pryor 8/5 

Angel Kalubi 8/9 

Kennard Britton 8/10 
 

Dina Ferreira 8/20 

 

Helen Sink 8/23 

 

John Stocking 8/31 

 

 Sue Pranke 8/31 

To submit newsletter articles, events or any other information,  
please email office@emmanuelpc.org  
by the fourth Sunday of each month. 

Like, Follow,  

Subscribe to  

stay-up-to date  

mailto:office@emmanuelpc.org
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EMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
2701 Harwood Rd 
Bedford TX 76021 
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